The purpose of the Artemis Program is to gather vital scientific and engineering data by conducting robotic exploration missions on the lunar surface both prior to and concurrent with human missions.
The Artemis Program includes rapid, near-term development of a variety of small experimental and operational payloads, a low-cost capacity to deliver these payload to any location on the lunar surface, and the analysis of the data returned.
The The lack of essentially any lunar atmosphere allows superb viewing conditions in the ultraviolet wavelengths and several proposals have been made for a sky survey in the UV by small robotic lunar telescopes operating around 200 nm. This concept was already proven during Apollo 16, but the azimuth tracking mechanism partially froze in the shade of the LM requiring astronaut intervention.
Since experience is the great teacher, numerous other, small precursor telescopes should be attempted before large lunar telescopes are assembled by human missions. The Moon itself has very low seismic activity such that it may serve as an ideal platform for long-baseline interferometry. However, the extreme thermal variations make design of stable telescopes a difficult proposition. Experimentation would seem appropriate. Since the Moon always points towards the Earth, the Moon would be an ideal site for extreme ultraviolet imaging of transitory phenomena associated with the solar wind interaction with the Earth's outer magnetosphere.
In this way, long-term, synoptic viewing of the Earth's magnetosphere at various wavelengths in the EUV (30 nm) would allow a study of variations in the corpuscular radiation of the Sun and test models of the Earth's (and other planets) magnetosphere(s). The extraction of oxygen from lunar rocks has been suggested as a potential "resource" for human missions to the Moon and beyond. Ilmenite-rich soils and/or iron-rich glass deposits have been shown to have the highest yield of H20 in a hydrogen furnace. Robotic missions should be used to locate these deposits and to test pilot plant operations prior to human missions. Depending on the results achieved by experiments performed on robotic missions, the scenario for the first lunar outpost may be changed.
JSC has designed a Common Lunar Lander for the Artemis Program based on a planned payload weight of 200 kg. This weight was selected to meet the requirements for large scientific rovers, small (0.8 m) telescopes, pilot plants and even for potential sample return in the future. Under present scenarios, the Artemis lander could land 85 kg using a Delta II or 200 kg using an Atlas launch vehicle.
In the JSC design, no payload services will be provided by the lander vehicle, but it will be able to safely land a payload anywhere on the lunar surface (within 3 km, 3 sigma).
The top of the landed vehicle will be about 60 inches above the lunar surface. 
